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Example: 

Casa das Juventudes (Brazil)50

In the State of Rio Grande do Sul, the city of Canoas, historically challenged by 
violence, experienced a decrease in crime rates after the implementation of the 
National Public Security with Citizenship Program (Programa Nacional de Segurança 
Pública com Cidadania - Pronasci), especially with the creation of the Guajuviras 
Peace Territory (Território de Paz Guajuviras).51 Due to its initial success, the 
project expanded to the neighborhoods of Mathias Velho and Harmonia in 2011, 
establishing the second Peace Territory and boosting the creation of two Casas da 
Juventude (Youth Centers).

The Youth Centers were designed as places of reception and social interaction 
for young people aged 15 to 24 who are at risk, socially vulnerable, or exposed 
to violence, including formerly incarcerated people, young people serving socio-
educational measures, those living on the streets, or residents of urban areas with 
high rates of homicides and violent crimes. Aimed at providing a fresh start for these 
youths, these facilities offer a range of activities including citizenship workshops, 
artistic and cultural workshops, vocational courses, psychosocial support, internet 
access through telecenters, and areas for sports activities. A multidisciplinary 
team, composed of social educators, interns, sociologists, social workers, and 
psychologists, is essential for conducting these activities, providing technical 
support and individualized follow-up for the development of life projects. This 
support also includes addressing learning difficulties, family support, and mediation 
to access other social programs.
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