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THE CIVIC SPACE GPS
July – September 2021

Civic space – the sphere between business, 
the State, and family where citizens organize, 
debate and act to influence public policy 
and the general direction of the country 
— is under attack. The constant assaults 
on civic space threaten civil and political 
rights, hinder transparency and curtail the 
freedom of expression, assembly, and 
protest. Such attacks also clash directly 
with rights and freedoms guaranteed in the 
Brazilian Constitution as well as in countless 
international conventions and treaties, and 
represent a grave threat to democracy itself. 
The closure of civic space is not exclusive to 
Brazil but it is becoming troublingly common in 
this country. 

This is why Igarapé Institute has launched “The 
Civic Space GPS.” The objective is to monitor 
attacks, institutional responses led by State 
institutions, as well as acts of resistance from 
civil society. These quarterly bulletins track and 
analyze such attacks as reported in multiple 
media outlets, including Folha de S.Paulo, G1, 
O Estado de S. Paulo, O Globo, and UOL. 
The GPS also draws on articles published by 
Amazônia Real, Brasil 247, Poder 360, R7 
Notícias, Revista Fórum and Valor Econômico. 
Our researchers then organize and catalogue 
this data to classify the types of strategies and 
tactics employed to circumscribe civic space. 
This typology was published in the Igarapé 
Institute’s Strategic Paper 49, “The ‘Agora’ is 
Under Attack: assessing the closure of civic 

space in Brazil and around the world,” and in 
the supporting Technical Note, “A Typology 
to Understand Strategies and Tactics for 
Attacking the Civic Space”, which updated the 
list of strategies and tactics.

In this edition, 522 threats to Brazil’s civic 
space were identified by the Igarapé Institute 
and monitored by media outlets between 
July 1 and September 30, 2021.  On the 
other hand, in this same period, the Institute  
identified 531 institutional responses 
and 306 acts of resistance by civil society 
and other groups. It is worth emphasizing 
that the analyzed period witnessed specific 
facts generating multiple responses from 
different players. The spike in reactions over 
the previous quarter may have been due to 
an increased number of attacks or to the 
countless reactions to unique incidents. Each 
incident was accounted for to help identify 
those responsible as a way of mitigating 
attacks and organizing resistance. The Institute  
also identified 63 instances in which the 
government changed its position, as 
reported by the media outlets studied.

https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-09-16-GPS-3-Technical-note-EN.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-09-16-GPS-3-Technical-note-EN.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-09-16-GPS-3-Technical-note-EN.pdf


THE CIVIC SPACE GPS - QUARTERLY BULLETIN 04

2

Threats
In this edition, the Institute  identified 522 threats to Brazilian civic space. More than one quarter 
(141) of the incidents related to fake news and disinformation campaigns. Intimidation and 
harassment added up to 108 threats. Other strategies commonly adopted this quarter included 
abuse of power and constitutional hardball – 83 and 51 cases reported, respectively.
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Source: Igarapé analysis based on news by the press.
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Figure 1. Attack strategies used (July-Setember, 2021)
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The escalation of attacks due to specific 
events, particularly the vote on the printed 
ballot proposal (PEC, Constitutional 
Amendment Proposal) contributed to the 
escalation of attacks in early August and, later, 
during the September 7 demonstrations. Other 
spikes worth mentioning refer to President 
Jair Bolsonaro’s attacks on electronic voting 
machines in July – prior to the vote in the 
Brazilian Congress –, attacks on the Justices  
of the Federal Supreme Court (STF) by the 
president and his supporters shortly after he 
was included in the fake news inquiry, and at 
the end of September, attacks regarding the 
Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry on the 
COVID Pandemic, particularly regarding the 
health insurance company Prevent Senior. 

Fake news about the Covid-19 pandemic 
add up to 33% of all cases categorized under 
fake news and disinformation campaigns. 
Disinformation campaigns on the Brazilian 
electoral system also found fertile ground, 
accounting for 22% of the identified threats. 
Almost half of the threats classified under 
intimidation and harassment refer to 
statements by the President of the Republic, 
particularly attacks on the Judiciary. Threats to 
critics and those who oppose the government 
were the second most reported tactic in this 
category, 13%, including the use of the judicial 
apparatus for intimidation purposes. It is also 
worth mentioning the threats related to the 
September 7 demonstrations (11%).

Among the instances of abuse of power, 
more than a third refer to the management of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Political control over 
the public security and criminal justice systems 
ranks second with 19.3% of the threats. 
Inappropriate appointments and granting of 
benefits to allies make 18.1% of the identified 
threats, followed by misuse of taxpayer money, 
15.7%. Almost half of the threats through 
constitutional hardball concern the misuse 
of institutional prerogatives to shield allies or 
to serve non-republican interests. Omissions 
by the Attorney General of the Republic were 
widely reported.

Civil and political rights violations generally 
affected the most vulnerable groups, women 
(14.6%), black people (14.6%), the LGBTQIA+ 
community (19.5%), and traditional peoples 
(24.4%). Among the incidents of violation of 
social and environmental rights, 52.2% 
refer to negligence when it comes to protecting 
the environment, especially the Amazon 
rainforest.

Of the incidents reported as censorship 
in the analyzed period, more than half were 
used to obstruct access to information, 
that is, restrictions to access public interest 
data – in violation of the Brazilian Freedom of 
Information Act. Most incidents identified as 
cooptation concern granting of benefits to 
the President’s allies including the Church and 
the security and armed forces. Most (77%) 
funding restrictions are against cultural 
projects, which have been suffering from 
budget cuts and slowness in getting proposals 
off the paper.

Harassment and attacks on journalists 
mainly by government supporters account 
for one third of the incidents of physical 
violence reported in the period. Half of 
the cases of coercion involved attempts 
to limit public demonstrations, such as 
protests or individual demonstrations against 
government actions. Lastly, inappropriate 
access to confidential data was widely 
reported, with 40% of incidents identified as 
infringement of privacy.

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/em-isolamento-bolsonaro-diz-em-live-que-questionou-anvisa-e-repete-discurso-negacionista-sobre-covid.shtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/sonar-a-escuta-das-redes/post/publicacoes-sobre-voto-impresso-disparam-nas-redes-sociais-videos-alegando-fraude-nas-urnas-seguem-no-ar.html
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/em-discurso-na-paulista-bolsonaro-repete-falsidades-sobre-inseguranca-das-urnas/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/investigado-pelo-stf-bolsonaro-afirma-que-nao-pode-aceitar-passivamente-prisoes-de-roberto-jefferson-daniel-silveira-1-25166667
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/bolsonaro-defende-enquadrar-ministros-do-stf-volta-falar-em-ruptura-25185177
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/bolsonaro-defende-enquadrar-ministros-do-stf-volta-falar-em-ruptura-25185177
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/bolsonaro-defende-enquadrar-ministros-do-stf-volta-falar-em-ruptura-25185177
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,ministro-da-saude-marcelo-queiroga-mostra-dedo-do-meio-a-manifestantes-em-ny-veja-video,70003845898
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/cristina-serra/2021/07/cerco-a-conrado-hubner-mendes.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/cristina-serra/2021/07/cerco-a-conrado-hubner-mendes.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/mario-frias-e-chamado-de-otario-e-fascista-e-ameaca-processar-jornalistas.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/mario-frias-e-chamado-de-otario-e-fascista-e-ameaca-processar-jornalistas.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/se-voce-quer-paz-se-prepare-para-guerra-diz-bolsonaro-em-evento-militar-1-25180340
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/nunca-houve-oportunidade-como-essa-diz-bolsonaro-sobre-atos-de-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/balaio-do-kotscho/2021/08/20/redes-bolsonaristas-convocam-para-ocupar-stf-e-congresso-no-7-de-setembro.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/balaio-do-kotscho/2021/08/20/redes-bolsonaristas-convocam-para-ocupar-stf-e-congresso-no-7-de-setembro.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/inquerito-que-indicou-propina-para-lider-do-governo-no-senado-aguarda-pgr-ha-3-meses.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/em-sentenca-juiz-de-goias-lamenta-que-os-tempos-mudaram-e-agora-se-relacionar-com-putas-virou-ofensa/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/09/negros-tem-mais-risco-de-morrer-de-covid-mesmo-no-topo-da-piramide-social-diz-estudo.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/07/80-pessoas-transexuais-foram-mortas-no-brasil-no-1o-semestre-deste-ano-aponta-associacao.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/07/80-pessoas-transexuais-foram-mortas-no-brasil-no-1o-semestre-deste-ano-aponta-associacao.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2021/08/31/taxa-de-assassinatos-de-indigenas-cresce-216-enquanto-media-do-brasil-cai.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2021/08/31/taxa-de-assassinatos-de-indigenas-cresce-216-enquanto-media-do-brasil-cai.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/meio-ambiente/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/08/06/desmatamento-amazonia.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/meio-ambiente/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/08/06/desmatamento-amazonia.htm
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/amazonia/noticia/2021/07/19/desmatamento-na-amazonia-cresce-51percent-nos-ultimos-11-meses-em-relacao-ao-periodo-anterior-aponta-imazon.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/amazonia/noticia/2021/07/19/desmatamento-na-amazonia-cresce-51percent-nos-ultimos-11-meses-em-relacao-ao-periodo-anterior-aponta-imazon.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/amazonia/noticia/2021/07/19/desmatamento-na-amazonia-cresce-51percent-nos-ultimos-11-meses-em-relacao-ao-periodo-anterior-aponta-imazon.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/31/governo-impoe-sigilo-de-cem-anos-sobre-crachas-de-acesso-dos-filhos-de-bolsonaro-ao-planalto.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/planalto-se-recusa-a-informar-quanto-bolsonaro-gastou-para-viajar-a-motociata-do-rio-de-janeiro.shtml
https://blogdofred.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/09/14/mpf-faz-acordo-com-a-policia-federal-e-nao-detalha-como-os-orgaos-atuarao/
https://blogdofred.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/09/14/mpf-faz-acordo-com-a-policia-federal-e-nao-detalha-como-os-orgaos-atuarao/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-frauda-lei-de-acesso-a-informacao-por-risco-politico,70003843822
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-frauda-lei-de-acesso-a-informacao-por-risco-politico,70003843822
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/09/27/bolsonaro-diz-que-indicara-outro-evangelico-ao-stf-se-mendonca-for-vetado.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/liderados-por-malafaia-pastores-convocam-evangelicos-para-apoiar-bolsonaro-no-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/lauro-jardim/post/indicado-ao-stf-andre-mendonca-reconhece-submissao-bispos-da-assembleia-de-deus.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/09/logo-da-pm-de-mg-aparece-em-outdoor-pro-ato-bolsonarista-de-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/iphan-tem-em-2021-menor-orcamento-dos-ultimos-10-anos-25156053
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/09/cultura-perde-metade-de-seu-orcamento-federal-na-ultima-decada-e-segue-em-queda.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/09/lentidao-na-lei-rouanet-atinge-pico-sob-bolsonaro-mesmo-com-mais-dinheiro.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/09/lentidao-na-lei-rouanet-atinge-pico-sob-bolsonaro-mesmo-com-mais-dinheiro.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaristas-tentam-invadir-ministerio-da-saude-e-sao-contidos-por-segurancas,70003834444
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaristas-tentam-invadir-ministerio-da-saude-e-sao-contidos-por-segurancas,70003834444
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/jornalista-alvo-de-ataque-tiros-em-mage-nao-descarta-motivacao-politica-1-25162264
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,jornalista-e-agredido-por-bolsonaristas-ao-usar-celular-vermelho-em-sorocaba,70003798017
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/febraban-confirma-ao-mpf-atuacao-de-presidente-da-caixa-para-evitar-adesao-a-manifesto-sobre-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/chico-alves/2021/07/26/governo-quer-fechar-associacoes-de-militares-que-fazem-reivindicacoes.htm
https://g1.globo.com/rj/rio-de-janeiro/noticia/2021/07/12/casal-relata-que-foi-impedido-de-se-vacinar-com-camisa-contra-bolsonaro-em-quartel-dos-bombeiros-no-rio.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/autoridades-tiveram-dados-acessados-de-forma-indevida-diz-vice-presidente-do-tcu-2-25202859
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/autoridades-tiveram-dados-acessados-de-forma-indevida-diz-vice-presidente-do-tcu-2-25202859
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/autoridades-tiveram-dados-acessados-de-forma-indevida-diz-vice-presidente-do-tcu-2-25202859
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Fake News and Disinformation 
Campaigns
144 incidents related to fake news and disinformation campaigns were identified in the 
analyzed quarter. Fake news about the Covid-19 pandemic add up to 33% of all cases in 
this category. Disinformation about the vaccines currently available in the Brazilian National 
Immunization Program tops the list of reported incidents, followed by the promotion of unproven 
medication, and opposition to preventive measures including social isolation and the use of masks 
– two regularly covered topics.  

Disinformation campaigns regarding the Brazilian electoral system also found fertile ground, 
accounting for 22% of the identified threats. Discussions around the printed ballot proposal (PEC) 
increased the dissemination of fake news about electronic voting machines and of unproven 
claims of fraud in Brazilian elections, including in the upcoming 2022 elections. The third most 
reported topic was fake news aimed at slandering and/or discrediting those who criticize and 
oppose the government, especially former president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and governors of 
several states. Finally, fake news on the September 7 demonstrations – mostly posts with fake 
photos or montages – were widely disseminated. 
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https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/em-isolamento-bolsonaro-diz-em-live-que-questionou-anvisa-e-repete-discurso-negacionista-sobre-covid.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/boato-estudo-cdc-vacina-da-pfizer-adolescentes/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/07/bolsonaro-volta-a-criticar-coronavac-e-erra-ao-dizer-que-o-imunizante-nao-deu-certo.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-diz-que-algumas-vacinas-contra-covid-nao-protegem-e-volta-a-defender-tratamento-precoce,70003783661
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-diz-que-algumas-vacinas-contra-covid-nao-protegem-e-volta-a-defender-tratamento-precoce,70003783661
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/video-vacina-obrigatoria-para-trabalhar/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/07/18/bolsonaro-lockdown-nao-tem-comprovacao-cientifica-e-prejudica-a-economia.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/enganoso-mascara-palavras-vidente/
https://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/queiroga-compartilha-post-antivacina-apos-ser-diagnosticado-com-covid-19-25208245
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/sonar-a-escuta-das-redes/post/publicacoes-sobre-voto-impresso-disparam-nas-redes-sociais-videos-alegando-fraude-nas-urnas-seguem-no-ar.html
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/em-discurso-na-paulista-bolsonaro-repete-falsidades-sobre-inseguranca-das-urnas/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/comprova/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/13/urnas-brasileiras-nao-foram-hackeadas-nos-eua.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-3-anos-falando-em-fraude-eleitoral-bolsonaro-assume-nao-ter-prova-e-divulga-conjunto-de-relatos-ja-desmentidos.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-3-anos-falando-em-fraude-eleitoral-bolsonaro-assume-nao-ter-prova-e-divulga-conjunto-de-relatos-ja-desmentidos.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/01/bolsonaro-lula-eleicoes-2022-voto-auditavel-stf.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/sem-provas-bolsonaro-volta-atacar-voto-eletronico-nao-da-para-termos-eleicoes-com-que-esta-ai-1-25125235
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/sem-provas-bolsonaro-volta-atacar-voto-eletronico-nao-da-para-termos-eleicoes-com-que-esta-ai-1-25125235
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/sem-provas-bolsonaro-volta-atacar-voto-eletronico-nao-da-para-termos-eleicoes-com-que-esta-ai-1-25125235
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/08/11/apos-derrota-do-voto-impresso-bolsonaro-volta-a-criticar-tse-e-diz-sem-prova-que-eleicao-de-2022-nao-sera-confiavel.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=pushwebg1
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/e-falso-que-estatuto-do-pt-regulamente-rachadinha-o-chamado-dizimo-partidario-esta-previsto-em-lei-e-consta-da-contabilidade-oficial/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/comprova/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/12/e-falso-que-a-atriz-maria-flor-recebeu-r-10-milhoes-de-governos-anteriores.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/comprova/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/12/e-falso-que-a-atriz-maria-flor-recebeu-r-10-milhoes-de-governos-anteriores.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/dilma-6-mil-euros-prato/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/dilma-6-mil-euros-prato/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/lula-bebado-davos/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/08/01/bolsonaro-alega-complo-petista-na-urna-enquanto-conspira-para-eleger-lula.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/preco-da-gasolina-e-composto-por-15-de-impostos-federais-diferentemente-do-que-alega-postagem/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/preco-da-gasolina-e-composto-por-15-de-impostos-federais-diferentemente-do-que-alega-postagem/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/19/bolsonaro-volta-a-atacar-governadores.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/foto-2016-7-setembro-copacabana/
https://hashtag.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/09/09/nas-redes-bolsonaristas-criam-realidade-paralela-e-se-emocionam-com-estado-de-sitio-que-nao-ocorreu/
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Intimidation and Harassment
A total of 108 incidents of intimidation and harassment were identified, 
mostly taking place in the first half of August and in early September. 
The first spike in incidents is mainly due to attacks on Supreme 
Court Justices, particularly Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who 
included President Bolsonaro in the Fake News Inquiry, and on 
Minister Luís Roberto Barroso for launching an investigation 
against Bolsonaro at the Superior Electoral Court (TSE). 
A second spike in news covered cases of intimidation 
and harassment related to the September 7 
demonstrations and the anti-democratic attacks 
that sparked from them.

Almost half of the threats classified 
under intimidation and harassment 
refer to statements by the President of 
the Republic. The majority of attacks 
targeted the Judiciary (37%) – more 
specifically the Supreme Court –, in the 
form of intimidating statements, menacing 
protests, attempts to invade the court, and  
online attacks. 

Threats to critics and those who oppose 
the government were the second most 
reported tactic in this category, 13%, 
including the use of the judicial apparatus 
for intimidation purposes – such as in the 
incidents involving Conrado Hubner and 
Luis Miranda. Other noteworthy cases 
include the threats to indigenous leaders, 
such as Alessandra Munduruku, and the 
modifications made on the Unified Health 
System (SUS) records of political opponents 
of the government, namely Gleisi Hoffmann, 
Manuela D’Ávila, and Guilherme Boulos, who were 
registered as deceased or had their profiles filled with 
offenses. 

Other highlighted threats concerned the September 7 
demonstrations (11%), including invasions of public buildings, 
posts about the dictatorship, and threats aimed at the 2022 
elections. In the latter, the wave of attack was driven by Bolsonaro’s 
defeat over the printed ballot proposal (PEC) in Congress and 
comprises different statements about the outcome of the 2022 
elections (10.2%) arguing that the vote is not auditable and, 
therefore, it is subject to fraud.  

Attacks on the 
Judiciary 

Threats to critics and opponents

September 7 demonstrations 

Threats to the Elections 

Rhetoric of the use of the 
Armed Forces 

Threats to the Covid CPI 

President’s statements 

Others 

Attacks against 
free press 

37%

13%

11.1%

10.2%

8.3%

7.4%

6.5%

4.6%

1.9%

https://g1.globo.com/sp/sao-paulo/noticia/2021/09/07/bolsonaro-ataca-alexandre-de-moraes-e-diz-que-ministro-tem-tempo-para-se-redimir-ou-se-enquadra-ou-pede-para-sair.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/blog/valdo-cruz/post/2021/08/20/bolsonaro-envia-ao-senado-pedido-de-impeachment-do-ministro-do-stf-alexandre-de-moraes.ghtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/sonar-a-escuta-das-redes/post/redes-bolsonaristas-atacam-barroso-apos-abertura-de-inquerito-contra-bolsonaro.html
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/20/bolsonaro-enviaremos-pedido-de-impeachment-de-barroso-nos-proximos-dias.htm
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/bela-megale/post/bolsonaristas-montam-acampamento-em-brasilia-e-mantem-faixas-de-ataques-ao-stf.html
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/bela-megale/post/bolsonaristas-montam-acampamento-em-brasilia-e-mantem-faixas-de-ataques-ao-stf.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/bolsonaristas-usam-uniforme-militar-em-atos-insuflam-ataques-e-podem-ser-enquadrados-em-crime.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/bolsonaristas-usam-uniforme-militar-em-atos-insuflam-ataques-e-podem-ser-enquadrados-em-crime.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/ruralistas-pro-bolsonaro-bloqueiam-2-estradas-no-interior-de-sp-veja-video.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/investigado-pelo-stf-bolsonaro-afirma-que-nao-pode-aceitar-passivamente-prisoes-de-roberto-jefferson-daniel-silveira-1-25166667
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,uma-ou-duas-pessoas-ou-entram-no-eixo-ou-serao-ignoradas-diz-bolsonaro,70003833496
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,apos-discurso-de-fux-bolsonaristas-voltam-a-protestar-em-brasilia-e-pregam-destituicao-de-ministros,70003834837
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/cartazes-golpistas-de-atos-bolsonaristas-atacam-stf-e-moraes-ate-em-ingles-espanhol-e-frances.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-ataca-moraes-e-ameaca-atuar-fora-das-4-linhas-da-constituicao,70003800774
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,quero-dizer-aos-canalhas-que-eu-nunca-serei-preso-diz-bolsonaro-em-novo-discurso-golpista,70003833821
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/caminhoes-bloqueiam-a-esplanada-e-pressionam-por-invasao-ao-acesso-do-stf.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/caminhoes-bloqueiam-a-esplanada-e-pressionam-por-invasao-ao-acesso-do-stf.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/forcas-de-seguranca-do-df-contaram-ao-menos-sete-tentativas-de-invasao-do-stf-em-atos-bolsonaristas.shtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/sonar-a-escuta-das-redes/post/com-acao-coordenada-e-ataques-bolsonaristas-concentram-77-das-mencoes-alexandre-de-moraes-apos-pedido-de-impeachment.html
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,ministro-da-saude-marcelo-queiroga-mostra-dedo-do-meio-a-manifestantes-em-ny-veja-video,70003845898
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/videos/2021/09/17/bolsonaro-faz-ataques-a-esquerda-e-diz-que-falara-verdades-na-onu.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/cristina-serra/2021/07/cerco-a-conrado-hubner-mendes.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/mario-frias-e-chamado-de-otario-e-fascista-e-ameaca-processar-jornalistas.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/nunes-marques-aciona-pgr-contra-professor-por-artigo-com-criticas-ao-stf-25124723
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/chico-alves/2021/07/21/para-luis-miranda-acusacao-de-denunciacao-caluniosa-visaintimida-lo.htm
https://g1.globo.com/profissao-reporter/noticia/2021/09/01/lider-indigena-munduruku-fala-sofre-ameacas-que-sofre-no-para-a-gente-nao-faz-so-a-luta-em-redes-sociais.ghtml?utm_source=pocket_mylist
https://g1.globo.com/profissao-reporter/noticia/2021/09/01/lider-indigena-munduruku-fala-sofre-ameacas-que-sofre-no-para-a-gente-nao-faz-so-a-luta-em-redes-sociais.ghtml?utm_source=pocket_mylist
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/apos-gleisi-hoffmann-manuela-davila-aparece-como-morta-em-cadastro-do-sus-1-25118434
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/apos-gleisi-hoffmann-manuela-davila-aparece-como-morta-em-cadastro-do-sus-1-25118434
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/apos-gleisi-hoffmann-manuela-davila-aparece-como-morta-em-cadastro-do-sus-1-25118434
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/07/cadastro-de-boulos-no-sus-e-alterado-com-ofensas-e-saude-diz-ter-bloqueado-perfil-que-fez-mudancas.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/se-voce-quer-paz-se-prepare-para-guerra-diz-bolsonaro-em-evento-militar-1-25180340
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/nunca-houve-oportunidade-como-essa-diz-bolsonaro-sobre-atos-de-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/balaio-do-kotscho/2021/08/20/redes-bolsonaristas-convocam-para-ocupar-stf-e-congresso-no-7-de-setembro.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/bolsonaristas-invadem-esplanada-com-gritos-contra-stf-em-vespera-de-ato-com-raiz-golpista-veja-video.shtml
https://saidapeladireita.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/08/26/maioria-dos-pms-de-sao-paulo-sao-bolsonaristas-diz-ex-comandante-da-rota/
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/bolsonaro-chama-presidente-do-tse-de-imbecil-volta-ameacar-dizendo-que-pode-nao-haver-eleicao-em-2022-1-25099643
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/07/bolsonaro-barroso-nao-quer-eleicao-transparente-e-tem-interesse-pessoal.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/07/bolsonaro-barroso-nao-quer-eleicao-transparente-e-tem-interesse-pessoal.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/ou-fazemos-eleicoes-limpas-no-brasil-ou-nao-temos-eleicoes-diz-bolsonaro-1-25097961
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,ministro-da-defesa-faz-ameaca-e-condiciona-eleicoes-de-2022-ao-voto-impresso,70003785916
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-volta-a-ameacar-democracia-e-diz-sem-provas-que-processo-eleitoral-e-fraudulento,70003783152
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Abuse of Power
A sum of 83 cases of abuse of power were identified between July and September. More 
than a third of the incidents involve the management of the Covid-19 pandemic, particularly 
regarding the acquisition of vaccines, which according to the press were irregularly negotiated, 
overpriced, and purchased outside the deadline and the rules provided for in the agreement, as 
in the case of the Indian vaccine Covaxin. There were reports of inappropriate spending in the 
purchase of Covid-19 masks and tests and in the promotion of ineffective drugs – the so-called 
“early treatment.” In addition, news reports pointed out that groups allied to the government have 
benefited from the health crisis, such as the military and Precisa Medicamentos.

Political control over the public security and criminal justice systems ranks second with 19.3% 
of the threats in this category. It is worth mentioning instances involving orders or requests for 
dismissal of allegations against allies, especially through the Attorney General of the Republic, and 
the removal of people from office, mostly managers in charge of inspecting or investigating critical 
issues for the government. 

Inappropriate appointments and granting of benefits to allies make 18.1% of the identified 
threats. In the analyzed period, Bolsonaro appointed several government allies or even family 
members to prominent public positions based on loyalty rather than their technical capacity. 
Political interference in public university appointments were also reported, including interventions 
for allies to take positions in dean’s offices. Other instances in which allies and family members 
were unduly benefited include priority vaccination and even awards for military personnel from the 
Federal District.

Finally, 15.7% of the cases reported in the period refer to misuse of taxpayer money. The largest 
repercussions were the secret budget, overspending on non-priority agendas, use of public 
money for personal or family gain, and apparently overpriced business deals.

26.5%
19.3%

18.1%
15.7%

14.5%

6%
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https://g1.globo.com/politica/blog/gerson-camarotti/post/2021/07/13/documento-indica-que-ministerio-tentou-replicar-modelo-covaxin-para-compra-de-200-mi-de-doses-da-sputinik.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/03/diretor-do-ministerio-da-saude-deu-aval-para-reverendo-negociar-compra-bilionaria-da-vacina-astrazeneca.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/03/diretor-do-ministerio-da-saude-deu-aval-para-reverendo-negociar-compra-bilionaria-da-vacina-astrazeneca.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/fora-da-agenda-pazuello-negociou-coronavac-com-intermediaria-e-pelo-triplo-do-preco-veja-video.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/fora-da-agenda-pazuello-negociou-coronavac-com-intermediaria-e-pelo-triplo-do-preco-veja-video.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/governo-bolsonaro-aceitou-garantia-fora-das-regras-e-do-prazo-previstos-em-contrato-na-compra-da-covaxin.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/governo-bolsonaro-ignorou-lista-de-motivos-para-romper-contrato-da-covaxin-e-optou-por-punicao-mais-branda.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/08/governo-bolsonaro-ocultou-do-mpf-compra-de-mascaras-por-metade-do-preco-de-modelo-improprio.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/com-aval-de-roberto-dias-investigado-pela-cpi-da-covid-governo-pagou-39-milhoes-por-contrato-com-suspeitas-de-irregularidades-25121474
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/equipe-da-capita-cloroquina-gastou-r-28-mil-com-viagens-para-difundir-uso-de-remedios-ineficazes-contra-a-covid.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/06/governo-pagou-r-361-mil-por-postagens-no-instagram-sobre-cuidado-precoce.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/06/governo-pagou-r-361-mil-por-postagens-no-instagram-sobre-cuidado-precoce.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,cpi-expoe-interesse-de-militares-que-atuaram-na-gestao-pazuello-em-faturar-com-a-pandemia,70003814304
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/07/dinheiro-contra-a-covid-bancou-gastos-de-militares.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/07/dinheiro-contra-a-covid-bancou-gastos-de-militares.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alvo-da-cpi-empresa-ganhou-70-mais-com-ricardo-barros-no-ministerio-da-saude-25102974
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/26/cpi-revela-mensagens-e-aponta-tentativa-de-favorecer-precisa-em-licitacao.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/08/bolsonarista-arquiva-proposta-de-fiscalizacao-no-meio-ambiente-e-deputada-leva-dossie-ao-ministerio-publico.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/08/25/ministerio-publico-militar-arquiva-acusacoes-contra-pazuello-e-comandante.htm
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/09/29/pgr-defende-no-stf-arquivamento-de-inquerito-que-investiga-lider-do-governo-no-senado.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/08/apos-endurecer-fiscalizacao-chefe-do-parque-nacional-dos-lencois-maranhenses-e-exonerado.shtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/diretor-da-policia-federal-afasta-mais-um-delegado-da-divisao-que-investigou-ricardo-salles.html?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=malugaspar
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/diretor-da-policia-federal-afasta-mais-um-delegado-da-divisao-que-investigou-ricardo-salles.html?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=malugaspar
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/09/15/pm-amigo-de-queiroz-tem-cargo-no-governo-do-rj-em-regiao-de-base-eleitoral.htm
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/lauro-jardim/post/amigao-de-eduardo-bolsonaro-e-nomeado-secretario-nacional-de-justica.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/ciro-nogueira-empregou-mae-pai-e-quatro-irmaos-em-seu-gabinete-na-camara-dos-deputados.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/ciro-nogueira-empregou-mae-pai-e-quatro-irmaos-em-seu-gabinete-na-camara-dos-deputados.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,analista-que-participou-de-live-contra-urna-eletronica-ganha-comando-de-secretaria-especial,70003813150.amp
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/flavio-bolsonaro-tenta-indicar-novo-corregedor-da-receita-central-em-sua-defesa-nas-rachadinhas.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/flavio-bolsonaro-tenta-indicar-novo-corregedor-da-receita-central-em-sua-defesa-nas-rachadinhas.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-promove-diplomata-olavista-ao-comando-do-departamento-de-india-sul-e-sudeste-da-asia,70003827696
https://educacao.uol.com.br/noticias/2021/09/02/sem-novas-vagas-mec-dividir-institutos-federais.htm
https://educacao.uol.com.br/noticias/2021/09/02/sem-novas-vagas-mec-dividir-institutos-federais.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/mec-intervem-na-unifesp-e-muda-procurador-da-universidade-a-revelia-da-reitoria.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/bolsonaro-pede-para-exercito-matricular-filha-em-colegio-militar-sem-passar-por-processo-seletivo.shtml
https://valor.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/20/governo-colocou-todos-os-militares-da-ativa-no-df-como-prioridade-na-vacinacao.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/09/14/familia-bolsonaro-e-ministros-ganham-premio-do-proprio-governo.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/orcamento-secreto-de-14-milhao-usado-para-obra-que-favorece-ministro-de-bolsonaro-diz-jornal-1-25204825
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/ministerio-da-cidadania-gasta-47-milhoes-com-propaganda-em-redes-sociais-com-baixo-engajamento-25214683
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/em-meio-a-cortes-governo-busca-investir-em-pesquisa-com-grafeno-bolsonaro-ja-disse-querer-fazer-do-brasil-polo-mundial-do-material.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/lider-de-bolsonaro-barros-destinou-emendas-para-favorecer-negocio-proprio-acusa-procuradoria.shtml?origin=folha
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/lider-de-bolsonaro-barros-destinou-emendas-para-favorecer-negocio-proprio-acusa-procuradoria.shtml?origin=folha
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/em-meio-a-cortes-governo-busca-investir-em-pesquisa-com-grafeno-bolsonaro-ja-disse-querer-fazer-do-brasil-polo-mundial-do-material.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/indicado-por-bolsonaro-para-casa-civil-ciro-nogueira-usa-verba-parlamentar-para-abastecer-jatinho-viajar-na-folga-25123730
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/lider-de-bolsonaro-barros-destinou-emendas-para-favorecer-negocio-proprio-acusa-procuradoria.shtml?origin=folha
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,deputados-beneficiam-familiares-com-emendas-do-cheque-em-branco,70003790663
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,deputados-beneficiam-familiares-com-emendas-do-cheque-em-branco,70003790663
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,deputados-beneficiam-familiares-com-emendas-do-cheque-em-branco,70003790663
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,ministro-do-tcu-rejeita-suspender-edital-do-desenvolvimento-regional-apesar-de-sobrepreco,70003820498
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Constitutional Hardbal
Almost half of the 55 threats categorized under constitutional 
hardball concern the misuse of institutional prerogatives to shield 
allies or to serve non-republican interests. Within this context, 
reports of threats concerning the failures of the Attorney 
General of the Republic to protect the government reached 
alarming numbers, with complaints against politicians 
dropping by one third over his predecessor in office. 
In addition, news reported that the Judiciary and 
the Legislative also acted for political purposes 
undermining the institutions they represent. 

The electoral system accounts for 18.2% of the 
threats, including President Bolsonaro’s refusal 
to present evidence of election fraud, the failure 
of the Attorney General of the Republic to 
contain attacks on electronic voting machines, 
and an attempt by the president of the 
Chamber of Deputies Arthur Lira to make way 
for the voting of the printed ballot proposal. 
Not to mention all the setbacks created by the 
Electoral Reform, especially with regard to the 
electoral fund. Also representing 18.2% of the 
incidents, misuse of taxpayer money mainly 
referred to the congressional action to keep 
the budget forecast secret and to “unstamped 
amendments” – the so-called “blank checks.” 
In addition, instances of lack of supervision of 
public spending and lack of transparency in 
the transfer of funds were reported.

During the Covid CPI (Parliamentary 
Commission of Inquiry), several attempts by 
Bolsonaro to hamper or delegitimize the work 
conducted by the commission were reported by 
news outlets, either by refusing to respond to a 
request for explanations or threatening to annul acts. 
A recurring and widely criticized practice involved the 
Federal Police taking deposition from witnesses on the 
eve of their appearance at the CPI. Instances involving 
discussions on freedom of expression were also covered. 

Misuse of institutional 
prerogatives to shield allies 
or to serve non-republican 

interests 

Electoral system 
and electoral reform 

Misuse of taxpayer money 

Covid CPI 

Former Minister Pazuelo 

Freedom of expression 
vs censorship 

Disagreement between 
federal government 

and states 

45.5%

18.2%

18.2%

9.1%

3.6%

3.6%

1.8%

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/inquerito-que-indicou-propina-para-lider-do-governo-no-senado-aguarda-pgr-ha-3-meses.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/aras-se-manifesta-contra-acoes-que-apontam-omissao-do-governo-bolsonaro-no-combate-ao-desmatamento/
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/pgr-diz-que-bolsonaro-nao-cometeu-crime-ao-ignorar-mascara-contra-coronavirus-gerar-aglomeracao-25159455
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/com-augusto-aras-denuncias-contra-politicos-cairam-em-um-terco-em-relacao-a-raquel-dodge/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/com-augusto-aras-denuncias-contra-politicos-cairam-em-um-terco-em-relacao-a-raquel-dodge/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/em-8-meses-kassio-ja-se-posicionou-ao-menos-20-vezes-em-favor-de-bolsonaro-no-supremo.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/alem-de-barrar-impeachment-lira-da-espaco-a-projetos-da-agenda-bolsonarista.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-ignorou-alertas-de-tecnicos-e-mpf-ao-destinar-emendas-cheque-em-branco,70003785765
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/bolsonaro-sobre-fraude-em-urnasnao-tenho-que-apresentar-provas-2-25087167
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/omissao-de-aras-na-defesa-das-urnas-eletronicas-contraria-historico-da-pgr.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/omissao-de-aras-na-defesa-das-urnas-eletronicas-contraria-historico-da-pgr.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/lira-diz-que-voto-impresso-pode-ir-ao-plenario-ainda-que-seja-derrotado-na-comissao-25142269
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/lira-diz-que-voto-impresso-pode-ir-ao-plenario-ainda-que-seja-derrotado-na-comissao-25142269
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/lira-diz-que-voto-impresso-pode-ir-ao-plenario-ainda-que-seja-derrotado-na-comissao-25142269
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/novo-texto-do-voto-impresso-enfraquece-tse-preve-adocao-imediata-do-sistema-25141039
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/novo-texto-do-voto-impresso-enfraquece-tse-preve-adocao-imediata-do-sistema-25141039
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/novo-texto-do-voto-impresso-enfraquece-tse-preve-adocao-imediata-do-sistema-25141039
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/camara-acelera-projeto-que-muda-leis-eleitorais-e-entidades-apontam-serie-de-retrocessos.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/camara-aprova-texto-base-do-projeto-de-quase-900-artigos-que-muda-toda-a-lei-eleitoral.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/relator-no-congresso-infla-fundo-eleitoral-para-2022-e-verba-pode-chegar-a-quase-r-6-bilhoes.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/16/orcamento-de-2022-mantem-as-emendas-de-relator.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/16/orcamento-de-2022-mantem-as-emendas-de-relator.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-permite-emendas-sem-carimbo-a-bancadas-e-amplia-pix-orcamentario,70003780010
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-permite-emendas-sem-carimbo-a-bancadas-e-amplia-pix-orcamentario,70003780010
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-ignorou-alertas-de-tecnicos-e-mpf-ao-destinar-emendas-cheque-em-branco,70003785765
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-paralisa-comite-de-fiscalizacao-do-orcamento-e-deixa-de-julgar-contas-presidenciais,70003812598
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,congresso-paralisa-comite-de-fiscalizacao-do-orcamento-e-deixa-de-julgar-contas-presidenciais,70003812598
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/doria-multiplica-repasse-de-verba-politica-precariza-transparencia-e-gasta-r-1-bi-ate-com-deputados-federais.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/doria-multiplica-repasse-de-verba-politica-precariza-transparencia-e-gasta-r-1-bi-ate-com-deputados-federais.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/aras-diz-que-motivos-da-cpi-sao-genericos-e-defende-que-stf-derrube-quebra-de-sigilo-de-assessores-de-bolsonaro/
https://g1.globo.com/politica/cpi-da-covid/noticia/2021/07/08/bolsonaro-afirma-que-nao-respondera-a-carta-com-pedido-de-explicacoes-da-cupula-da-cpi.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/10/bolsonaro-senadores-cpi-ataque.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/10/bolsonaro-senadores-cpi-ataque.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/apos-prisao-de-ex-diretor-pacheco-diz-que-atos-da-cpi-podem-ser-anulados-25096775
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/14/renan-diz-que-governo-usa-pf-politicamente-para-influenciar-na-cpi-da-covid.htm
https://g1.globo.com/politica/cpi-da-covid/noticia/2021/07/13/presidente-da-cpi-reclama-que-pf-tem-transformado-testemunhas-em-investigados-as-vesperas-dos-depoimentos.ghtml
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Civil and Political Rights Violations
Civil and political rights violations generally affected the most vulnerable groups, women 
(14.6%), black people (14.6%), the LGBTQIA+ community (19.5%), and traditional peoples 
(24.4%). Threats against women’s rights range from femicide and setbacks in the area of 
reproductive rights to political violence, expressed either verbally through offenses on social media 
or female underrepresentation in Congress. The LGBTQIA+ population was the target of physical 
violence, homophobic comments, intimidation and discrimination, especially in corporations 
such as the Military Police. Black people also suffered several racist attacks, even from public 
authorities in the Executive and Legislative branches. 

Regarding the violations against indigenous peoples, many came from the National Indigenous 
Foundation (FUNAI) as it failed in its duty to protect Brazil’s native peoples either by encouraging 
violence and defending the “Marco Temporal” – a legal argument that proposes a change in the 
indigenous land demarcation process in violation of the rights of traditional peoples – or by not 
executing resources to fight the Covid-19 pandemic. Homicide rates soared as the government 
stepped up to help agribusiness and the development of productive activities in reserves. It is 
worth noting that the indigenous and quilombola populations were disproportionately affected 
during the pandemic. 

Violations against 
traditional peoples 

Discrimination and 
violations against 
LGBTQIA+ population

Racism

Violations against 
women’s human 
rights 

Discrimination against 
people with disabilities 

Violations against persons 
deprived of freedom Discrimination on the 

basis of political affiliation 

Freedom of expression 
and manifestation 

Laic State 

Neo-Nazism in 
Brazil 

Denial of the right to a fair trial and due process Forced disappearance 

24.4%

19.5%

14.6%

14.6%

4.9%

4.9%

4.9% 2.4%
2.4%

2.4%

2.4%

2.4%

https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/em-sentenca-juiz-de-goias-lamenta-que-os-tempos-mudaram-e-agora-se-relacionar-com-putas-virou-ofensa/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/09/negros-tem-mais-risco-de-morrer-de-covid-mesmo-no-topo-da-piramide-social-diz-estudo.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/07/80-pessoas-transexuais-foram-mortas-no-brasil-no-1o-semestre-deste-ano-aponta-associacao.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2021/08/31/taxa-de-assassinatos-de-indigenas-cresce-216-enquanto-media-do-brasil-cai.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2021/08/31/taxa-de-assassinatos-de-indigenas-cresce-216-enquanto-media-do-brasil-cai.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/08/pressionado-por-extremistas-e-fake-news-queiroga-revoga-resolucao-que-falava-em-garantir-aborto-legal.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/07/um-terco-das-mulheres-mortas-no-brasil-morre-apenas-por-ser-mulher.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/09/postos-de-saude-de-sp-pedem-autorizacao-do-marido-para-insercao-do-diu-pratica-e-ilegal.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/violencia-de-genero-atinge-81-das-parlamentares-no-congresso-25125079
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/09/21/ministro-da-cgu-chama-simone-tebet-de-descontrolada-e-cpi-e-suspensa.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/tabata-amaral/2021/09/se-encontro-na-rua-soco-ate-ser-preso-retuitou-jose-de-abreu.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/tabata-amaral/2021/09/se-encontro-na-rua-soco-ate-ser-preso-retuitou-jose-de-abreu.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/justica-nega-pedido-de-indenizacao-de-reporter-da-folha-contra-fundador-do-site-bolsonarista-terca-livre.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/relatorio-da-camara-afrouxa-cota-de-mulheres-e-coloca-na-constituicao-amarras-a-stf-e-tse.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/29/eduardo-bolsonaro-apoia-demissao-de-professor-que-exibiu-video-lgbtqia-.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/07/apagao-de-dados-sobre-violencia-contra-lgbtqia-atinge-ao-menos-sete-estados-aponta-pesquisa.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/07/apagao-de-dados-sobre-violencia-contra-lgbtqia-atinge-ao-menos-sete-estados-aponta-pesquisa.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/08/jair-renan-bolsonaro-eduado-leite-comentario-homofobico.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/vereadora-do-pt-de-niteroi-registra-ocorrencia-contra-colega-do-psol-cita-homofobia-intimidacao-25098017
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/08/prefeito-de-criciuma-diz-nao-tolerar-viadagem-e-demite-professor-gay-que-exibiu-clipe-de-criolo.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/pm-gay-do-df-responde-uma-nova-sindicancia-apos-videos-entrevistas-que-tratam-de-sexualidade-25118700
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/pm-preso-por-desobediencia-apos-denunciar-homofobia-na-corporacao-1-25099562
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/08/influenciadora-do-es-e-alvo-de-ataques-racistas-no-dia-de-seu-aniversario.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2021/08/influenciadora-do-es-e-alvo-de-ataques-racistas-no-dia-de-seu-aniversario.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/em-post-racista-mario-frias-diz-que-ativista-negro-precisa-de-banho.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/em-post-racista-mario-frias-diz-que-ativista-negro-precisa-de-banho.shtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/bolsonaro-volta-fazer-comentario-racista-sobre-cabelo-de-apoiador-olha-criador-de-barata-aqui-1-25098273
https://g1.globo.com/sp/sao-paulo/noticia/2021/07/13/bancada-do-psol-vai-acionar-vereador-no-conselho-de-etica-apos-ele-dizer-que-pitta-era-negro-de-alma-branca-no-plenario-da-camara.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/funai-ja-sabia-sobre-declaracao-de-coordenador-estimulando-meter-fogo-em-indigenas-isolados-no-am.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/tenente-do-exercito-coordenador-da-funai-fala-em-meter-fogo-em-indigenas-isolados-no-am-ouca-audio.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,sob-bolsonaro-funai-passa-da-critica-a-defesa-de-marco-temporal,70003826318
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,sob-bolsonaro-funai-passa-da-critica-a-defesa-de-marco-temporal,70003826318
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/21/funai-executa-so-1-da-verba-anticovid.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/07/21/funai-executa-so-1-da-verba-anticovid.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/fake-news-e-desinformacao-levam-indigenas-a-recusarem-vacina.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/leonardo-sakamoto/2021/08/31/taxa-de-assassinatos-de-indigenas-cresce-216-enquanto-media-do-brasil-cai.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/bolsonaro-diz-que-barrar-marco-temporal-para-terra-indigena-e-fim-do-agronegocio-mas-evita-atacar-stf.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,indio-quer-ser-igual-a-gente-quer-pagar-imposto-diz-bolsonaro-a-indigenas,70003808710
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/06/saude-comprou-ivermectina-para-indigenas-com-dinheiro-de-acordo-da-jf.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/apenas-24-de-445-quilombos-estao-totalmente-imunizados-contra-a-covid-revela-estudo/
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Censorship
Of the 28 incidents reported as censorship in the analyzed period, 53.6% were used to prohibit 
access to information, that is, restrict access to public interest data – in violation of the Freedom 
of Information Act. Some of the data unjustifiably declared as classified include transfer of political 
funds, purchases using taxpayer money, Covid CPI documents, visits to the Presidential Palace, 
fire and bushfire alerts, Brazilian Air Force flights, Federal Police documents, especially those 
related to operations, and predominantly information about the “secret budget.” 

Restrictions to press activities amounted to 25% of the censorship incidents identified in the 
quarter. The Judiciary branch ordered some content to be taken down, prohibited publications 
and sentenced journalists for moral damages for their articles. Human Rights Watch disclosed 
that Bolsonaro has blocked 176 social media profiles. Restrictions were also applied to many 
Covid-related data, adding up to 10.7% of cases. The cover up of the country’s total death toll, 
inaccurate counting of cases, and the ban on negative news also marked the period.

Restriction of access to information 

Censorship of the press and profiles on social networks 

Covid-related data 

Others

Freedom of expression and manifestation 

53.6%

25%

10.7%

7.1%

3.6%

https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/31/governo-impoe-sigilo-de-cem-anos-sobre-crachas-de-acesso-dos-filhos-de-bolsonaro-ao-planalto.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/planalto-se-recusa-a-informar-quanto-bolsonaro-gastou-para-viajar-a-motociata-do-rio-de-janeiro.shtml
https://blogdofred.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/09/14/mpf-faz-acordo-com-a-policia-federal-e-nao-detalha-como-os-orgaos-atuarao/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-frauda-lei-de-acesso-a-informacao-por-risco-politico,70003843822
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-frauda-lei-de-acesso-a-informacao-por-risco-politico,70003843822
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/doria-dribla-transparencia-de-repasse-de-verba-politica-e-folha-organiza-dados-a-partir-de-caixas-de-papelao.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/doria-dribla-transparencia-de-repasse-de-verba-politica-e-folha-organiza-dados-a-partir-de-caixas-de-papelao.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/saude/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/08/09/saude-poe-sob-sigilo-documentos-sobre-compra-da-covaxin-diz-revista.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/21/presidente-da-cpi-limita-acesso-a-documentos-sigilosos-apos-vazamentos.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/governo-bolsonaro-ignora-controladoria-e-dificulta-acesso-a-dados-sobre-visitas-ao-planalto.shtml
https://sustentabilidade.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-exclui-inpe-de-divulgacao-de-dados-sobre-incendios-no-pais,70003777012?utm_source=estadao:app&utm_medium=noticia:compartilhamento
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/lauro-jardim/post/defesa-se-nega-dar-dados-sobre-voos-da-fab-camara-deputado-vai-ao-tcu.html
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/policia-federal-fecha-acesso-publico-seus-documentos.html
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/caso-lazaro-policia-civil-impoe-sigilo-de-5-anos-sobre-operacao-contra-serial-killer-1-25125050
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/mudanca-no-processo-de-envio-dos-recursos-faz-orcamento-secreto-ficar-ainda-mais-secreto.html
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/mudanca-no-processo-de-envio-dos-recursos-faz-orcamento-secreto-ficar-ainda-mais-secreto.html
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/malu-gaspar/post/mudanca-no-processo-de-envio-dos-recursos-faz-orcamento-secreto-ficar-ainda-mais-secreto.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/bolsonaro-chama-imprensa-para-live-sem-direito-a-perguntas-sobre-suposta-fraude-nas-eleicoes.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/justica-censura-o-globo-por-reportagem-sobre-investigada-pela-cpi-da-covid.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/justica-de-roraima-censura-reportagem-sobre-comercio-ilegal-de-ouro-extraido-da-terra-indigena-yanomami.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/justica-proibe-revista-piaui-de-publicar-reportagem-sobre-caso-marcius-melhem.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/18/tj-condena-jornalista-luis-nassif-por-publicar-fake-news-de-luciano-hang.htm
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/sonar-a-escuta-das-redes/post/bolsonaro-bloqueou-69-jornalistas-e-seis-veiculos-de-comunicacao-no-twitter.html
https://g1.globo.com/economia/tecnologia/noticia/2021/08/19/bolsonaro-bloqueou-176-perfis-nas-redes-sociais-diz-relatorio-da-human-rights-watch.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/prevent-senior-ocultou-mortes-em-estudo-sobre-cloroquina-revela-dossie-obtido-pela-globonews-25199936
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/gestao-doria-deixa-de-contar-casos-confirmados-e-mortes-por-covid-em-escolas.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/gestao-doria-deixa-de-contar-casos-confirmados-e-mortes-por-covid-em-escolas.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2021/09/mais-de-7400-casos-de-covid-desaparecem-de-boletim-da-prefeitura-de-sao-paulo.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,funcionarios-da-ebc-relatam-a-cpi-da-covid-censura-na-pandemia,70003852711
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Social, Economic, Cultural, and 
Environmental Rights Violation
Among the violations, incidents involving attacks on state-run environmental protection structures 
accounted for more than half of the cases (52.2%). Media outlets identified the obstruction of the 
environmental fine system, with a 93% decrease in collection. Actions that serve the interests 
of ruralists, flexibilization of the environmental licensing process, support for illegal mining and 
offensives on indigenous lands were also widely reported.

Healthcare and education top the list of social rights affected in the period. One of main obstacles 
in education was the lack of access to schools, while anti-vaccination campaigns and a series of 
shortcomings in vaccine procurement had a major effect on healthcare. 

Cooptation
Among the cooptation reported incidents, 38.5% are associated with nominations and direct 
benefits to the Church, while 30.8% refer to other stakeholders such as the military, the police, 
and firefighters. As an important ally of the president, the Church was favored either through 
nominations or excessive benefits intended to meet the demands of supporters, reported the 
media. Some of the privileges the president granted to this segment include the distribution of civil 
servant positions for members of the military and the housing and allowance program for police 
officers and firefighters. It should be noted that both segments actively engaged in the September 7 
demonstrations. Also, the voting of the printed ballot proposal led to a series of offers of privileges 
in exchange for support. Finally, individual amendments in the amount of BRL 1 billion were 
approved on the eve of the analysis of the proposal. 

Benefits and 
concessions to military, 
police and firefighters

Nominations and direct 
benefits to the Church September 7 demonstrations 

Printed ballot 

Others 

38.5%

30.8%

15.4%

7.7%

7.7%

Environment 

Education 

Environment 

Culture 

52.2% 30.4%

13%
4.3%

https://noticias.uol.com.br/meio-ambiente/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/07/02/governo-bolsonaro-obstrui-multas-ambientais-vitais-para-proteger-a-amazonia.htm
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/amazonia/noticia/2021/07/19/valor-arrecadado-pelo-governo-por-multas-de-crimes-ambientais-na-amazonia-e-o-menor-em-21-anos.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/piripkura-grupo-criado-pela-funai-para-demarcacao-de-terra-indigena-ligado-ruralistas-aponta-mpf-25095197
https://noticias.uol.com.br/meio-ambiente/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/07/21/deputados-aprovaram-novas-regras-para-o-licenciamento-ambiental.htm
https://amazoniareal.com.br/deputados-do-amazonas-liberam-o-passar-a-boiada-com-pl-que-flexibiliza-licenciamento-ambiental/
https://noticias.uol.com.br/meio-ambiente/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/vazamentos-em-operacoes-assombram-servidores-e-atrapalham-fiscalizacao.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/afp/2021/07/12/bolsonarismo-acelera-ofensiva-legislativa-sobre-terras-indigenas.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/07/educacao-na-pandemia-diminui-a-mobilidade-social-no-brasil.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/07/educacao-na-pandemia-diminui-a-mobilidade-social-no-brasil.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/gestao-doria-exclui-alunos-das-escolas-estaduais-de-sp-sem-aviso-previo.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2021/08/gestao-doria-exclui-alunos-das-escolas-estaduais-de-sp-sem-aviso-previo.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,ministerio-da-saude-so-promoveu-um-tuite-sobre-vacina-contra-covid,70003797800
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2021/08/04/bolsonaro-diz-que-nao-toma-vacina-la-de-sao-paulo-e-sera-ultimo-a-se-imunizar.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/saude/ultimas-noticias/redacao/2021/08/11/saude-levou-mais-de-um-mes-para-definir-quem-analisaria-carta-da-pfizer.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/piripkura-grupo-criado-pela-funai-para-demarcacao-de-terra-indigena-ligado-ruralistas-aponta-mpf-25095197
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/liderados-por-malafaia-pastores-convocam-evangelicos-para-apoiar-bolsonaro-no-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://blogs.oglobo.globo.com/lauro-jardim/post/indicado-ao-stf-andre-mendonca-reconhece-submissao-bispos-da-assembleia-de-deus.html
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,vou-indicar-um-evangelico-agora-diz-bolsonaro-a-apoiadores-apos-conversar-com-mendonca,70003769677
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/bolsonaro-inclui-arte-sacra-entre-as-areas-contempladas-em-projetos-da-rouanet.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mercado/2021/07/ministro-derruba-veto-de-bolsonaro-e-beneficia-igrejas-aliadas-em-tv-a-cabo.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/latinoamerica21/2021/08/a-militarizacao-dos-postos-civis-no-governo-bolsonaro.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/latinoamerica21/2021/08/a-militarizacao-dos-postos-civis-no-governo-bolsonaro.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/09/13/bolsonaro-assina-mp-que-cria-programa-habitacional-e-subsidio-para-policiais-e-bombeiros.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/09/04/profecia-7-de-setembro-pastores-religiosos-evangelicos-cristaos.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-defende-presenca-de-policiais-em-atos-de-7-de-setembro,70003831795
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-bolsonaro-liberou-r-1-bilhao-de-emendas-antes-de-analise-de-pec-do-voto-impresso,70003809626
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-bolsonaro-liberou-r-1-bilhao-de-emendas-antes-de-analise-de-pec-do-voto-impresso,70003809626
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,governo-bolsonaro-liberou-r-1-bilhao-de-emendas-antes-de-analise-de-pec-do-voto-impresso,70003809626


IGARAPÉ INSTITUTE  |  DECEMBER 2021

11

Funding Restrictions
Most (77%) funding restrictions are linked to the area of culture, which has been suffering 
from budget cuts and slowness in getting proposals off the paper. The paradigmatic rejection of 
granting through the Rouanet Law for the “anti-fascism” jazz festival is a fitting example of the 
series of funding restrictions without legitimate justification in the area. Suspension of several 
research in Brazil also reveals a systematic attack on science.

Culture 

Science and research 

Education 

75%
12.5%

12.5%

Physical Violence
Harassment and attacks on journalists predominantly by government supporters account for one 
third of the incidents of physical violence reported in the period. A similar portion of incidents 
consists of politically motivated violence mostly against people who showed opposition to the 
president. Cases of violence against environmentalists were also noted.

Harassment and 
attacks on journalists

Violence against environmentalists 

Politically motivated 
violence 

Use of mask

37.5%

37.5%

12.5%

12.5%

https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/iphan-tem-em-2021-menor-orcamento-dos-ultimos-10-anos-25156053
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/09/cultura-perde-metade-de-seu-orcamento-federal-na-ultima-decada-e-segue-em-queda.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/09/lentidao-na-lei-rouanet-atinge-pico-sob-bolsonaro-mesmo-com-mais-dinheiro.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/08/lei-rouanet-pode-encolher-50-com-reforma-do-ir-e-sufocar-museus-e-orquestras.shtml
https://cultura.estadao.com.br/noticias/musica,governo-diz-que-festival-de-jazz-antifascista-nao-podera-captar-recursos-via-lei-rouanet,70003776979
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/diretoria-da-ancine-indefere-projeto-de-filme-sobre-fhc.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ilustrada/2021/07/mario-frias-diz-que-dirigismo-cultural-faz-parte-da-funcao-do-governo.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ciencia/2021/07/incentivo-a-importacao-de-insumos-acaba-e-pesquisas-cientificas-param-no-brasil.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ciencia/2021/07/incentivo-a-importacao-de-insumos-acaba-e-pesquisas-cientificas-param-no-brasil.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaristas-tentam-invadir-ministerio-da-saude-e-sao-contidos-por-segurancas,70003834444
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/jornalista-alvo-de-ataque-tiros-em-mage-nao-descarta-motivacao-politica-1-25162264
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,jornalista-e-agredido-por-bolsonaristas-ao-usar-celular-vermelho-em-sorocaba,70003798017
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/vendedora-detalha-agressao-de-bolsonarista-que-reagiu-com-violencia-camisetas-com-imagens-de-lula-marielle-pano-de-chao-com-cara-de-bolsonaro-25210778
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/24/pm-lanca-bombas-de-gas-lacrimogeneo-contra-manifestantes-em-sp.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/video-vereador-do-pt-detido-em-curitiba-durante-protesto-contra-bolsonaro-25124294
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/video-vereador-do-pt-detido-em-curitiba-durante-protesto-contra-bolsonaro-25124294
https://ambiencia.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2021/09/12/brasil-e-o-4o-pais-que-mais-mata-defensores-ambientais-no-mundo/
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Coercion
Half of the cases of coercion involved attempts to limit public demonstrations, such as protests 
or individual demonstrations against government actions. The influence of religious groups in 
government decisions stands out in 33% of the instances, as in the case of André Mendonca’s 
appointment to the Federal Supreme Court.

Infringement of Privacy
Inappropriate access to confidential information was widely reported in the period, accounting for 
40% of the incidents. Other reports relate to the Covid Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry, the 
Pegasus system procurement process, and hacking of websites of several public institutions. 

Attempts to limit public 
demonstrations 

Inappropriate access to 
confidential information 

Pegasus system 

Hacking of websites 
of public institutions 

Covid CPI 

Printed ballot 

Influence of religious groups in 
government decisions 50%

40%

16.7%

33.3%

20%

20%

20%

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/09/febraban-confirma-ao-mpf-atuacao-de-presidente-da-caixa-para-evitar-adesao-a-manifesto-sobre-7-de-setembro.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/chico-alves/2021/07/26/governo-quer-fechar-associacoes-de-militares-que-fazem-reivindicacoes.htm
https://g1.globo.com/rj/rio-de-janeiro/noticia/2021/07/12/casal-relata-que-foi-impedido-de-se-vacinar-com-camisa-contra-bolsonaro-em-quartel-dos-bombeiros-no-rio.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/evangelicos-pressionam-para-salvar-indicacao-de-mendonca-ao-ao-stf-25199037
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/evangelicos-pressionam-para-salvar-indicacao-de-mendonca-ao-ao-stf-25199037
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/autoridades-tiveram-dados-acessados-de-forma-indevida-diz-vice-presidente-do-tcu-2-25202859
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/plataformas-se-queixam-de-pedidos-vagos-de-informacao-pela-cpi-da-covid.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/jamil-chade/2021/07/26/lava-jato-negociou-programa-espiao-pegasus-com-empresa-israelense.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mercado/2021/08/hackers-atacam-sistema-do-tesouro-nacional-e-pf-e-acionada-diz-ministerio.shtml
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This quarter’s analysis shows that most of the threats to civic space came from 
the Federal Government. The GPS identifies threats based on news stories, 
but another way to monitor government action is via Atos, an intuitive platform 
designed to help society keep track of the decrees issued by the Executive 
Branch of the Federal Government. 

In the analyzed quarter alone, the Executive Branch issued 86 decrees covering 
topics such as public security, human rights, and the environment. 

Would you like to join these acts of resistance? Turn on the alert system to 
keep a tab on the topics of your interest. This way, you will closely monitor the 
regulatory acts published, the changes arising from them, and their impact on 
public policies. 

https://atos.igarape.org.br/
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Reactions
The unfettered functioning of the three branches of government — Judicial, Legislative, and 
Executive — is vital for the system of checks and balances which is the pillars of any democracy. 
Along these lines, any action taken by one of more of these branches to impede the closing of 
civic space is fundamental. Hence the bulletin’s commitment to review all initiatives and points 
of view — official or not — in defense of civic space. Such defenders may include legislators, 
political parties or caucuses, and the Federal Court of Accounts. Civil society organizations, 
private groups, universities, and other entities that may offer an important source of civic 
resistance to these attacks are also taken into account.

In this quarter, 837 acts of resistance were detected: 531 were institutional responses, that 
is, they referred to actions taken by State institutions themselves; 306 others were carried out 
by members of civil society, the academic community, political parties, the press, and 
other private actors. It is worth emphasizing events that sparked different reactions from several 
stakeholders, such as the Covid CPI – particularly the Covaxin scandal –, the discussions about 
the printed ballot, the tanks parade, and the September 7 rally. That partially explains the high 
number of incidents registered. To strengthen civic space, we must identify the institutional players 
and members of society that are pushing back against efforts to constrain it. To that end, we took 
into consideration all reactions concerning the same fact albeit from different players. 

In fact, there were spikes in the number of reactions in August and September. In the beginning 
of August, we saw the Superior Electoral Court and the Federal Supreme Court responding to 
attacks against the electoral system as the voting of the printed ballot proposal in the Chamber 
of Deputies unfolded. Meanwhile, investigations launched against Bolsonaro and supporters for 
attacks on the Supreme Court and dissemination of fake news and mobilizations against the 
impeachment of Justice Alexandre de Moraes were also widely reported. The spike in reactions 
in early September refers to responses from several players and institutions to the call for protests 
on September 7 (Brazil`s Independence Day). 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

R
ea

ct
io

ns

Date

07
/0

1/
20

21
07

/0
8/

20
21

07
/1

5/
20

21
07

/2
2/

20
21

07
/2

9/
20

21
08

/0
5/

20
21

08
/1

2/
20

21
08

/1
9/

20
21

08
/2

6/
20

21
09

/0
2/

20
21

09
/0

9/
20

21
09

/1
6/

20
21

09
/2

3/
20

21
09

/3
0/

20
21

https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/depoimento-de-auditor-do-tcu-leva-cpi-defender-enquadramento-de-bolsonaro-por-falsificacao-de-documento-crime-de-responsabilidade-25158660
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/covaxin-rosa-weber-autoriza-inquerito-para-investigar-bolsonaro-por-supsota-prevaricacao.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
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Institutional Responses
The Judiciary branch (36.3%), the Legislative branch (20.5%), and the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office (13.4%) are the state entities which most responded to attacks 
against Brazilian civic space. The security forces stood out in this quarter, 
with 10.4% of institutional responses arising from reactions to the so-called 
“undemocratic acts” on September 7. Likewise, state and municipal 
executives appeared in 6.4% of the institutional responses registered.

Most responses from the Judiciary branch (49%) came from 
members of the Federal Supreme Court, followed by the state 
Justice Courts (20.2%), and the Supreme Electoral Court 
(16.1%). The actions generally comprise responses to 
attacks on the Judiciary, particularly against Justices of 
the Supreme Court, including the request to impeach 
Justice Alexandre de Moraes, and on the Brazilian 
electoral system. There were also specific statements 
and investigations against Bolsonaro, either for the 
omissions and mismanagement of the Covid-19 
pandemic, or for claiming, without evidence, that the 
country’s electronic voting system is liable to fraud. 
Other declarations refer to the  malfeasance in the 
Covaxin case, or even for inciting anti-democratic 
acts contrary to republican principles and interfering 
with the Federal police. 

In the state justice, several reactions to sexist, 
racist, and homophobic statements or even 
intimidation against the press stand out. Most 
actions by the Superior Electoral Court are in 
defense of electronic voting machines and the 
electoral system in force in Brazil.

In the case of the Legislative branch, the Chamber 
of Deputies (49.51%) and the Senate (41.75%) were 
the main players leading institutional responses. Within 
the Chamber, it is worth mentioning the rejection of the 
printed ballot proposal, the countless impeachment requests 
against Bolsonaro, statements contrary to the anti-democratic 
acts related to September 7, and the attempts to impose 
quarantine for judges and military personnel in the Electoral 
code or to limit participation of active duty military personnel in 
the government. In the Senate, the most covered topics include the 
rejection of Bolsonaro’s impeachment request against Justice Moraes, 
the overturning of Bolsonaro’s ban on removal of social media posts, and 
the actions of the Covid Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry.

Finally, the actions taken by the Public Prosecutor’s Office against the mishandling of 
the pandemic, Pazuello’s actions and negotiations of the Coronavac vaccine for triple the 
price, and the investigations of the September 7 protests. 

Judiciary 
branch 

Legislative branch 

Public Prosecutor’s Office 

Security Forces 

State and municipal 
Executive Power 

Federal 
government 

Federal Audit 
Court 

Armed 
Forces

36.3%

20.5%

13.4%

10.4%

6.4%

6.2%

3.4%

1.5%

https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/07/23/tse-bolsonaro-apuracao-secreta.htm
https://valor.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/07/stf-responde-a-crticas-de-bolsonaro-e-diz-que-liberdade-de-expresso-deve-conviver-com-respeito-s-instituies.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/20/stf-repudia-pedido-de-impeachment-de-bolsonaro-contra-alexandre-de-moraes.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/20/stf-repudia-pedido-de-impeachment-de-bolsonaro-contra-alexandre-de-moraes.htm
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alexandre-de-moraes-prorroga-inquerito-que-apura-interferencia-de-bolsonaro-na-pf-25118806
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alvo-de-ataques-de-bolsonaro-barroso-diz-que-lideres-populistas-extremistas-usam-redes-para-preparar-caminho-para-autoritarismo-25140361
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/stf-tse-abrem-investigacao-sobre-atos-antidemocraticos-de-7-de-setembro-convocados-por-bolsonaro-25199216
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/covaxin-rosa-weber-autoriza-inquerito-para-investigar-bolsonaro-por-supsota-prevaricacao.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/covaxin-rosa-weber-autoriza-inquerito-para-investigar-bolsonaro-por-supsota-prevaricacao.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/se-eu-perder-houve-fraude-e-discurso-de-quem-nao-aceita-a-democracia-diz-barroso.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/covaxin-rosa-weber-autoriza-inquerito-para-investigar-bolsonaro-por-supsota-prevaricacao.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/covaxin-rosa-weber-autoriza-inquerito-para-investigar-bolsonaro-por-supsota-prevaricacao.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/stf-tse-abrem-investigacao-sobre-atos-antidemocraticos-de-7-de-setembro-convocados-por-bolsonaro-25199216
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/stf-tse-abrem-investigacao-sobre-atos-antidemocraticos-de-7-de-setembro-convocados-por-bolsonaro-25199216
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/fux-abre-sessao-supremo-responder-ataques-bolsonaro/
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alexandre-de-moraes-prorroga-inquerito-que-apura-interferencia-de-bolsonaro-na-pf-25118806
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alexandre-de-moraes-prorroga-inquerito-que-apura-interferencia-de-bolsonaro-na-pf-25118806
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/alexandre-de-moraes-prorroga-inquerito-que-apura-interferencia-de-bolsonaro-na-pf-25118806
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/deputado-bolsonarista-condenado-indenizar-jornalista-em-50-mil-por-ataques-machistas-25118189
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/homem-que-chamou-vizinho-de-macaco-condenado-pagar-indenizacao-25127292
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/rogerio-gentile/2021/07/29/feliciano-e-condenado-a-pagar-r-100-mil-por-ataques-a-populacao-lgbt.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/rogerio-gentile/2021/07/29/feliciano-e-condenado-a-pagar-r-100-mil-por-ataques-a-populacao-lgbt.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/09/justica-mantem-condenacao-de-eduardo-bolsonaro-por-ofender-reporter-da-folha.shtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/01/votos-ja-sao-impressos-e-auditaveis-afirma-tse-em-rede-social.htm
https://g1.globo.com/politica/blog/julia-duailibi/noticia/2021/08/09/justica-eleitoral-estuda-ampliar-numero-de-urnas-submetidas-ao-teste-de-integridade.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/cupula-do-tse-15-ex-presidentes-da-corte-saem-em-defesa-do-atual-modelo-de-eleicoes-no-brasil-25137032
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/08/10/em-derrota-para-bolsonaro-camara-rejeita-e-arquiva-pec-do-voto-impresso.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/08/10/em-derrota-para-bolsonaro-camara-rejeita-e-arquiva-pec-do-voto-impresso.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/08/psol-aciona-stf-para-fazer-com-que-lira-analise-pedidos-de-impeachment-de-bolsonaro.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/08/psol-aciona-stf-para-fazer-com-que-lira-analise-pedidos-de-impeachment-de-bolsonaro.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/randolfe-rodrigues-decide-entrar-com-noticia-crime-no-stf-contra-bolsonaro-apos-atos-de-7-de-setembro/
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/deputados-retomam-quarentena-para-juizes-militares-policiais-em-votacao-do-codigo-eleitoral-25199150
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/cidadania-faz-ofensiva-contra-decreto-que-liberou-militares-da-ativa-para-ficar-no-governo-de-forma-ilimitada.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/senadores-da-cpi-vao-ao-stf-prestar-solidariedade-a-alexandre-e-pedir-o-compartilhamento-de-informacoes-do-inquerito-das-fake-news/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/pacheco-decide-rejeitar-pedido-de-impeachment-feito-por-bolsonaro-contra-moraes.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/09/14/pacheco-devolve-mp-de-bolsonaro-que-limita-remocao-de-conteudo-nas-redes-sociais.ghtml
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/cpi-da-covid-oficia-bolsonaro-para-que-ele-confirme-ou-negue-denuncias-de-deputado-federal-feitas-comissao-25097374
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/cpi-da-covid-oficia-bolsonaro-para-que-ele-confirme-ou-negue-denuncias-de-deputado-federal-feitas-comissao-25097374
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/procuradores-de-contas-pedem-ao-supremo-que-declare-estado-de-coisas-inconstitucional-na-politica-de-saude-do-pais/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/procuradores-de-contas-pedem-ao-supremo-que-declare-estado-de-coisas-inconstitucional-na-politica-de-saude-do-pais/
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/07/02/ministerio-publico-federal-propoe-na-justica-acao-contra-pazuello-por-improbidade-administrativa.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/pazuello-e-denunciado-a-procuradoria-da-republica-no-df-por-negociar-coronavac-pelo-triplo-do-preco.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/pazuello-e-denunciado-a-procuradoria-da-republica-no-df-por-negociar-coronavac-pelo-triplo-do-preco.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/pazuello-e-denunciado-a-procuradoria-da-republica-no-df-por-negociar-coronavac-pelo-triplo-do-preco.shtml
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Acts of Resistance
In the reporting period, civil society championed 
resistance actions (63.4%), followed by political 
parties (11.1%) and the private sector (5.6%). 
Several statements by other governments 
(4.5%) and international organizations (4.3%), 
particularly the United Nations (UN), also 
drew attention.

Most of these actions stood by protests 
for rights, as in the case of indigenous 
peoples demonstrating against the 
Marco Temporal, statements in 
support of democracy, and notes 
of repudiation against authoritarian 
demonstrations – such as the tank 
parade in front of the Presidential 
Palace – by emeritus members such as 
former presidents and former ministers 
or associations such as the Brazilian Bar 
Association (OAB). 

Civil society 

Political parties 

Private sector 

Other Governments 

International Organizations 

Social media 

Academy 

Press 

63.4%

11.1%

5.6%

4.6%

4.3%

4.2%

3.3%

2.9%

https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/dirigentes-de-12-partidos-se-reunem-para-discutir-impeachment-de-bolsonaro/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/fausto-macedo/dirigentes-de-12-partidos-se-reunem-para-discutir-impeachment-de-bolsonaro/
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,entidades-do-agronegocio-publicam-manifesto-em-defesa-da-democracia,70003826034
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,politicos-de-26-paises-fazem-alerta-sobre-insurreicao-contra-democracia-do-brasil-no-7-de-setembro,70003832826
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/jamil-chade/2021/07/08/brasil-tera-de-fazer-reformas-em-sua-politica-ambiental-para-entrar-na-ocde.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/jamil-chade/2021/09/06/onu-se-diz-preocupada-com-ameacas-contra-stf.htm
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,onu-cita-preocupacao-com-projeto-de-contraterrorista-e-ataques-a-indigenas-no-brasil,70003838949
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,protesto-contra-bolsonaro-em-brasilia-pede-democracia-impeachment-e-mais-vacinas,70003833541
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/jamil-chade/2021/08/09/indigenas-denunciam-bolsonaro-por-genocidio-em-haia-e-citam-ex-iugoslavia.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/jamil-chade/2021/08/09/indigenas-denunciam-bolsonaro-por-genocidio-em-haia-e-citam-ex-iugoslavia.htm
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/09/01/no-stf-representantes-de-indigenas-defendem-que-marco-temporal-e-inconstitucional.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/09/01/no-stf-representantes-de-indigenas-defendem-que-marco-temporal-e-inconstitucional.ghtml
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/21/ex-ministros-manifesto-defesa-a-democracia.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2021/08/21/ex-ministros-manifesto-defesa-a-democracia.htm
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/manifesto-de-representantes-da-sociedade-civil-pede-respeito-as-eleicoes-e-repudia-aventuras-autoritarias.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/manifesto-de-representantes-da-sociedade-civil-pede-respeito-as-eleicoes-e-repudia-aventuras-autoritarias.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/manifesto-de-representantes-da-sociedade-civil-pede-respeito-as-eleicoes-e-repudia-aventuras-autoritarias.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/08/manifesto-de-representantes-da-sociedade-civil-pede-respeito-as-eleicoes-e-repudia-aventuras-autoritarias.shtml
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,pt-pdt-psb-e-outros-seis-partidos-repudiam-desfile-e-acusam-bolsonaro-de-constranger-o-congresso,70003806143
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,pt-pdt-psb-e-outros-seis-partidos-repudiam-desfile-e-acusam-bolsonaro-de-constranger-o-congresso,70003806143
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,brasil-teve-politica-de-infeccao-em-massa-diz-juiza-que-atuou-no-tribunal-de-haia,70003850906
https://oglobo.globo.com/politica/fh-diz-que-bolsonaro-tem-arroubos-que-nao-condizem-com-democracia-25199305
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/cinco-ex-ministros-da-defesa-se-juntam-para-apoiar-pec-que-barra-militares-da-ativa-em-cargos-politicos.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painel/2021/07/cinco-ex-ministros-da-defesa-se-juntam-para-apoiar-pec-que-barra-militares-da-ativa-em-cargos-politicos.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/oab-convoca-reuniao-extraordinaria-para-discutir-impeachment-de-bolsonaro.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/monicabergamo/2021/07/oab-convoca-reuniao-extraordinaria-para-discutir-impeachment-de-bolsonaro.shtml
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Changes of Position
The bulletin monitored the government’s positions over time to measure the impact of social 
pressures, civic reactions, and institutional responses. Occasionally, the Executive Branch backed 
down of its own accord as a preemptive defense against civic, legislative or judicial backlash. 
This usually occurs when public disapproval over official hardline positions spikes, or to anticipate 
pushback from the media, the courts or another branch of government. In the reported quarter, 
63 instances in which the government changed its position were identified.

Among the most publicized incidents, we highlight the management of the pandemic, specifically 
regarding the Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry (CPI), such as its extension, the dissemination 
of information by the Ministry of Health against the use of the “Covid kit,” and disclosure of data 
via Twitter and Facebook. In addition, declarations about the printed ballot by President Bolsonaro 
and about environmental commitments also had a lot of repercussions. So did the actions of the 
Attorney General’s Office, particularly regarding the investigation into Bolsonaro for malfeasance 
in the Covaxin case and his attacks on electronic voting machines. Finally, it is worth mentioning 
the repercussions of the September 7 rally and the statements by the president in support of 
democracy and the three branches of government. 
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https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/pressionado-pacheco-deve-prorrogar-cpi-da-covid-na-proxima-terca-feira-25099544
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2021/07/14/ministerio-envia-para-cpi-parecer-contra-uso-de-remedios-do-kit-covid-em-pacientes-hospitalizados.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2021/07/14/ministerio-envia-para-cpi-parecer-contra-uso-de-remedios-do-kit-covid-em-pacientes-hospitalizados.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painelsa/2021/07/na-mira-da-cpi-twitter-e-facebook-devem-entregar-dados-de-perfis-e-conteudos-sobre-covid.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painelsa/2021/07/na-mira-da-cpi-twitter-e-facebook-devem-entregar-dados-de-perfis-e-conteudos-sobre-covid.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painelsa/2021/07/na-mira-da-cpi-twitter-e-facebook-devem-entregar-dados-de-perfis-e-conteudos-sobre-covid.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/painelsa/2021/07/na-mira-da-cpi-twitter-e-facebook-devem-entregar-dados-de-perfis-e-conteudos-sobre-covid.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/se-eu-disputar-entrego-a-faixa-para-qualquer-um-diz-bolsonaro-apos-falas-golpistas-sobre-eleicao.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mercado/2021/07/brasil-pode-negociar-compromissos-ambientais-com-a-ue-diz-chanceler.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-pressao-do-supremo-pgr-pede-inquerito-para-apurar-prevaricacao-de-bolsonaro-no-caso-covaxin.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-pressao-do-supremo-pgr-pede-inquerito-para-apurar-prevaricacao-de-bolsonaro-no-caso-covaxin.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-pressao-do-supremo-pgr-pede-inquerito-para-apurar-prevaricacao-de-bolsonaro-no-caso-covaxin.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-pressao-do-supremo-pgr-pede-inquerito-para-apurar-prevaricacao-de-bolsonaro-no-caso-covaxin.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2021/07/apos-pressao-do-supremo-pgr-pede-inquerito-para-apurar-prevaricacao-de-bolsonaro-no-caso-covaxin.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/08/16/pgr-informa-ao-stf-que-abriu-apuracao-preliminar-sobre-ataques-de-bolsonaro-as-urnas.ghtml?utm_source=push&utm_medium=app&utm_campaign=pushg1
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,bolsonaro-diz-que-poderes-devem-ser-respeitados-e-que-povo-nao-aceita-retrocessos,70003837426
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Annex 1 - Typology of legal, illegal and 
extralegal strategies and tactics used to close 
civic space (updated)

Strategies Description Examples of tactics / actions

I. Cooptation

Cooptation is the process of garnering 

or strong-arming political support 

by offering privileges or advantages, 

generally to manage the opposition and 

attend to the demands and interests of 

allied groups or potential supporters, 

thus maintaining the group’s power 

and stability. (Selznick, 1948; Piven and 

Cloward, 1977).

Offer of privileged relationship, including access to public contracts 

and funding, if given unrestricted support.

Public incentives, subsidies, and actions allocated specifically 

for the support, funding, and strengthening of allied groups, as a 

concession of excessive privilege in order to maintain loyalty and 

unconditional support from the allied base.

II. Coercion

Coercion is the use of threats to

influence another’s behavior by limiting 

choice (Schelling 1966).

Veiled or open threat to dismiss or disempower public servants 

and political appointees if they don’t adhere to government’s false 

narratives or wrongdoings.

Veiled or open threats to suspend ongoing 

partnerships and/or public funding in light of public criticism.

IIII. Fake News and 

disinformation 

campaigns

Fake news are false stories circulated 

on the news, social media, and spread 

on the internet, which try to appear 

as real news. There are six types: 

news satire, news parody, fabrication, 

manipulation, advertising, and 

propaganda (Tandoc, Lim, Ling, 2007). 

Disinformation is false information 

spread deliberately to cause public 

harm or for profit, going beyond fake 

news (EC, 2018).

Mass production and dissemination of false content to earn  

political influence.

Hiring bloggers, using fake profiles, bots and other digital tools to 

create and spread false stories using public money or resources 

from supporting groups.

Deliberate spread of disinformation campaigns to distract or deceive.

Attacks against facts and science.

IV. Censorship 

(overt or veiled)

Censorship refers to the “policy of 

restricting the public expression of 

ideas, opinions, conceptions and 

impulses which have or are believed 

to have the capacity to undermine 

the governing authority or the social 

and moral order which that authority 

considers itself bound to protect” 

(Laswell, 1930)

Intent to provoke self-censorship of individuals that are targeted 

online or offline.

Creation of obstacles to access public information.

Classification or restriction of publications and documents.

Direct intent to disqualify research results.

Defunding of cultural projects not aligned with the government's views.

Filtered content or close down of the internet.

Vastly enforced censorship of media, research, cultural manifestations 

and debate.
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continuation

Strategies Description Examples of tactics / actions

V. Intimidation and 

Harassment

Intimidation refers to direct or 

indirect actions against others to 

prevent them from continuing their 

work or to induce fear of an attack 

(CIVICUS, 2019).

Harassment is legal or physical 

actions or behavior that demeans, 

humiliates or embarrasses a citizen 

when expressing critical opinions 

(CIVICUS, 2018).

Use of state security forces and intelligence apparatus to intimidate 
opponents.

Persecution and intimidation of activists, artists, civic leaders, 

journalists, and scientists.

Blackmail.

Harassment or attack of institutions by authorities.

Public targeting / harassment of activists, artists, civic leaders, 

journalists, and scientists by high level authorities.

Misogynist attacks against women with a public profile.

Dehumanization / defamation / delegitimization campaigns against 

individuals, groups or institutions (direct or indirect action).

Organized, online attacks and campaigns against individuals, groups 

or institutions (bots and digital mob mobilization).

Threats to cancel public concessions of independent media channels.

Pressure and threats to private companies to stop advertising on 

non-aligned media channels.

VI. Infringement 

of Privacy (State 

surveillance)

Infringement of Privacy refers to the 

violations of the fundamental human 

right to privacy, which underlines that 

“no one shall be subjected to arbitrary 

interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to attacks upon 

his honor and reputation.” (Declaration of 

Human Rights, 1948).

 State Surveillance is the collection 

of information, including the 

monitoring, tracking, and identification 

to the administration of subject 

populations, supervised by officials and 

administrators, hinged to some specific 

purpose (Giddens, 1984; Lyon, 1994). 

It usually inhabits a shadowy realm of 

public affairs (Starr et al).

Illegal wiretapping.

Digital media monitoring for profiling, harassment, and intimidation.

Closure of accounts, websites, servers.

Hacking profiles to intimidate or harass, or to use private profiles in 

digital mob campaigns.

Misuse of private citizens’ data on micro-targeting disinformation 

campaigns and other digital actions without permission.

Illegal monitoring of opposition, including protest organizers.
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continuation

Strategies Description Examples of tactics / actions

VII. Civil and 

Political Rights 

Violations

Violations of political rights include 

denial of the right to a fair trial and due 

process; and rights of participation in civil 

society and politics such as freedom of 

association, the right to assemble, and 

the right to vote (Dahl 2005).  

Violations of civil rights include 

discrimination on grounds of race, 

gender, sexual orientation, national 

origin, color, age, political affiliation, 

ethnicity, religion, and social origin; and 

restrictions of individuals’ freedom. 

(ICCPR 1976).

Restrictions or bans on public protests / demonstrations.

Constraints for the incorporation, registration, operation and lifecycle 

of CSOs.

Shutting down CSOs which resist conforming to authoritarian or 

draconian rules.

De-registration or cancellation of licenses of operation for CSOs who 

comply with the law.

Invasion / destruction of CSO offices.

Seizure of property.

Expulsion from or prohibition to operate in a determined country.

Travel bans.

Illegitimate legal investigations.

Fomenting discrimination and infringing on the rights of minorities 

and vulnerable groups.

Fomenting religious intolerance.

VIII. Restrictions 

on Civic 

Participation and 

Engagement

Restrictions to any forms of individual 

or collective work to solve community 

problems and to address issues of 

public concern (civic participation) 

as well as any forms of following, 

having knowledge, beliefs, opinions 

and attitudes on public issues (civic 

engagement) (Barrett and Brunton-Smith 

2014), especially when contributing and 

interacting with policy design, monitoring 

and/or decision-making process.

Exclusion of language on civil society participation in national and 

international resolutions.

Hardening of rules which allow civil society access to the National 

Congress.

De-authorizing State institutions’ work with NGOs.

Penalization of public officers who disobey instructions of cutting 

access to civil society.

Shutting down participatory councils and mechanisms.
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Strategies Description Examples of tactics / actions

IX. Funding 

Restrictions

Restrictions on the capacity for civil 

society and technological-scientific 

research institutions, public or 

private, to access public funding, 

whether national or foreign, through 

laws, administrative measures, and 

extralegal activities coordinated by 

the government (Wolff and Poppe, 

2015). Restriction can also be applied 

through the action of omission of the 

Government as a means to complicate, 

limit, or preclude public funding.

Governmental institutions stop granting authorization for CSOs 
to participate in projects and receive funds from international 
cooperation donors or from public programs which subsidize, give 
incentives, and provide financial support to civil society.

Overly broad application of anti-money laundering and 
counterterrorism measures.

Using defamation, treason, and other laws to bring criminal charges 
against recipients of international funding.

Restrictions for domestic and international funding and/or prohibition 
of specific donors.

Requirement of advance government approval and/or international 
funds routed through government-controlled entities.

Capping the amount of international funding per CSO.

Restriction of activities undertaken with international funding, 

including content-based restrictions (e.g. ban on human rights work 

or ‘political activity’).

Taxation of international funds.

Categorizing CSOs that receive international funding as ‘foreign 

agents’, adopting specific treatment of these organizing or imposing 

a burden on their work.

Burdensome procedural requirements.

Freezing or seizure of funds targeted toward funding civil society.

Prohibition from receiving international funding and public budgets 

allocations.

Shrinking public universities through excessive budget cuts.

Cutting fiscal benefits for scientific research and academic 

development.
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X. Physical 

Violence

Physical Violence is the intentional 

and direct infliction of harm on people, 

from physical suffering or bodily harm 

to violent death (Kalyvas 2006). In 

the context of this research, acts of 

physical violence can be perpetrated 

by state or non-state agents, including 

paramilitary, militia, gangs, private 

security and others emboldened by 

the hate rhetoric of political figures to 

get rid of opposition.

Violent responses to protests by the State.

Refusal to protect those who are threatened.

Violent attacks on minorities and vulnerable groups.

Threats of physical violence by State and non-State actors.

Illegal imprisonment of civil leaders.

Tortures / maltreatment.

Forced disappearance.

Taxation of international funds.

Assassination / extrajudicial killing of human rights defenders, civil 

leaders, and journalists.

XI. Constitutional 

Hardball*

Constitutional hardball consists of 

political actors exploiting procedures, 

laws, and institutions to obtain partisan 

gains while violating pre established 

norms and testing the limits of legality, 

which could undermine the shared 

understanding of democratic norms and 

the expectation that the other side will 

comply with them (Tushnet 2004, Levitsky 

and Ziblat 2018). The inappropriate use 

of institutional prerogatives in the interest 

of political groups and/or private or non-

republican interests.

Excessive use of executive and infralegal measures to govern, 

ignoring Congress, principals, and constitutional guarantees.

Issuing of norms and decrees that contradict the Constitution.

Nonconforming with non-written norms that serve to respect the 

separation of State Powers.

Executive decisions which reduce budgets, structure, and alter 

the functioning of public agencies created to audit, inspect, and 

supervise the Executive Branch.

Reducing the power of opposition parties in Congress, restricting 

broader debate on votes.

XII. Abuse of 

Power

Abuse of power is when political 

actors take advantage of their position 

for personal gain, preventing basic 

managerial responsibility

and/or acting against the public 

interest and institutional responsibilities 

(Sankowsky, 1995). 

Political interference in ordinances from the Armed Forces that 

violate laws and/or the Constitution.

Political interference in the public administration with nominations 

and dismissals of public servants to favor private interests.

Political interference in nominations of public universities, research 

centers and participatory councils to impose censorship.

Political interference in procedures and nomination of leadership of 

law enforcement and other independent public agencies to protect 

private interests.

Nominations geared toward controlling agencies for political means 

or for satisfying private interests while clearly violating an institution’s 

prerogatives, in a manner contrary to the public interest.
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XIII. Violation of 

social, economic, 

cultural, and 

environmental 

rights.

Social, economic, and cultural rights 

(PIDESC,1966) are human rights 

which guarantee the development and 

dignity of individuals and communities. 

They are fundamental for engagement 

in the civic space. Violations of these 

rights include the failure to respect, 

protect, and guarantee (Eide,2001) 

adequate nutrition and housing, 

education, work, health, social 

security, participation in cultural life, 

water, and sanitation. In terms of the 

environment and its essential place 

in human rights (OC-23/17, CIDH), it 

is the State’s duty to prevent,  avoid, 

mitigate, and cooperate when it 

comes to environmental conservation.

The failure to elaborate or adopt plans for environmental disasters or 

emergencies, including safety measures and mitigating actions.

Block, hamper, or preclude access to information relative to possible 

environmental interference.

Promoting environmental destruction.

The failure to consult or negotiate with populations and communities 

affected by environmental impacts and damages.

Adopting measures which directly or indirectly discriminate against 

segments of the population.

* Even though most tactics which fall under the category “constitutional hardball” and “abuse of power” do not 
directly target agents in the civic space, these tactics diminish transparency, can undermine the separation of 
powers, as well as the checks and balances which can keep the tactics described in other categories from being 
implemented.

Sources for these tactics: off the record interviews with civic leaders; Buyse 2018; Civicus 2017, 2018, 2019; ICNL; 
Levitsky and Ziblat 2018; OHCHR; Rutzen, 2015; WEF 2017; World Movement for Democracy.
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Learn more
For more information of the typology used and for academic reference,
read the strategic paper, “The ‘Agora’ is under attack: assessing the
closure of civic space in Brazil and around the world”.
Access: https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-
23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf

https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf
https://igarape.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020-10-23-The-Closure-of-Civic-Space-in-Brazil.pdf
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